
WEATHER.
TUr today and tomorrow, with

.lowly rising temperature.
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ending 10 o'clock last night: Highest,
84. at 4 p.m. yesterday; lowest, 28, at
6 a.m. yesterday.
Full report on page 1C.
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FIVE CENTa

Member of the

Crown Prince Takes Up De
tensive Position a Mile to
North of Ailette River.

COMMANDS APPROACH
TO LAON FORTRESS

Sixteen Teuton Aeros Downed and
Three Balloons Fired at Malmaison.

British Halt Enemy.

Berlin announces tlic completion by
the Germans of the withdrawal of their
lino from the Chemin-des-Dames plateau.
The Paris account of tho movement
shows the Germans' retirement to have
extended along a thirteen-mile front,
form the Oige-Aisna canal to Corbeny.
The crown prince withdrew his lines a

maximum distance of a mile to the
north bank of the Ailette, commanding
the approach to the fortress of Laon, the
keystone of the German line in this
region.

This movement was obviously forced
by the recent success of the French in
their drive southwest of Laon. which
gave them enfilading positions for their
guns and made a large section of the
German lines untenable.

French Organize Ground.
By tbe Associated Press.
PARIS. November 3..The official

communication Issued by the war of-
lice tonight reads:
"On the Ailette front our troops are

organizing the new ground conquered
from the Oise canal to Corzeny. To¬
day quite lively artillery actions were
fought in the different sectors of the
Chemln des Dames. Two enemy sur¬

prise attacks on small posts south of
Anlzy were unsuccessful.
..During the course of the battle of

Malmaison our aviators with great
audacity attacked the enemy troops
with their machine guns, bombarded
stations and points of concentration.
They fought 611 aerial engagements.
81xteen German airplanes were brought
lewn and three captive balloons set on
Are. In addition, ftfty enemy airplanes
fell inside their own lines, the greater
part of them being completely de¬
stroyed.

"In Champagne we carried out a sur¬
prise attack along a small enemy front
west of Butte du Mesnll and brought
hack prisoners.
"On the right bank of the Mease the

artillery struggle has taken on a char¬
acter of great intensity on the front of
Chaume wood-Bemonvawi. The can¬
nonade was intermittent on the rest of
the front.

German Efforts Annulled.
U.r lb* Associated Press.
WITH THE FRENCH ARMY IN

TRANCE, November 2..The foreshad-
.wed retreat of the Germans at the
Chemin-des-Dames took place yester¬
day, when the Immediate aftereffects
of the recent French victory involved a
German retirement along a thirteen-
mile front. The superhuman efforts of
the Germans to hold this rampart at the
cost of immense losses were thus an¬
nulled.
The best elements of the German

crown prince's armies lost the greater
part of their effectives and were com¬
pelled to go to the rear to reconstitute
their diminished ranks. These Germans
left along the crest of the Chemin-des-
Dames had been compelled to suffer
dally and nightly an incessant enfilad¬
ing Are from the French guns emplaced
In positions wrested from the Prussian
guards' division during the battle of
Malsaison.

It was Impossible for the Germans to
keep their front line supplied with am¬
munition or food, the carriers of which
were obliged to pass through a tor¬
nado of shells and machine gun bullets
while crossing the valley of the Ailette,
where their every movement could be
observed by the French. Eventually
.he position became untenable and the
Germans retired during the night to the
northern side of the Ailette valley.
The French are keeping in the closest

touch with the enemy.

German Official Report.
BERLIN, November 3, via London.

Completion of the German withdrawal
from the Chemin-des-Dames plateau on
the Aisne front was announced uy the
Var office today. The movement, which
Vas effected on Thursday night, had not
been detected by the French up to mid¬
day on Friday. It Is declared. The text
of the statement reads:
"Western war theater:
"Rain and fog restricted the fighting

activity Of all the armies. In Flanders
the enemy maintained an Intense Are on
the town of Dlxmude and the adjoining
lines.
"During the night of Thursday we com¬

pleted, without Interruption from the
.nemy, the removal of our line from the
Chemin-des-Dames. which had been In¬
tended for some considerable time past.
AH our movements remained unobserved
py the enemy, who up to midday yester¬
day still maintained a lively fire on the
tweltions which had been given up by us."

British Chech Attacks.
LONDON, November 3..The report

from Field Marshal Halg"s headquar¬
ters tonight reads:
"Early this morning hostile attacks

against our positions south and west
.f Passchendaele were repulsed by our
troops after sharp fighting. In the
course of these attacks the enemy suc¬
ceeded in capturing one of our ad¬
vanced posts In the neighborhood of the
ypres-Roulers railway. This afternoon
the post was retaken by our troops to¬
gether with a few prisoners.
"A hostile bombing attack was made

during the night against one of our

fosts east of Gouseaucourt; It also wan
epulsed. The enemy's artillery has
Shown considerable activity during the
flay north of Tpres.
"The weather conditions greatly in-

terfered with flying on Frldav, andthere ia nothing to report."

Retreat in Belgium
Forecast as Germans

Dismantle Factories
hj the Associated Press.
LONDON, November 3..According toInformation received from Belgian sourcesUe Germans are systematically disman¬

tling and destroying factories and work¬
shops throughout Belgium.
In the Liege district tho blast furnaces

have been taken down and the machinery
ana materiala sent to Germany. At Ougree
preparations have been made to pull down
I?.1!?* blast furnaces, and seven rollingtnills have been removed. The same
Story comes from many other placesIt Is suggested that the Germans are
preparing for an early retreat in Belgiumfct sjri

wh,ch took place tn France

U. S. A STEP NEARER
TO CENTER OF WAR

Prisoners Taken by Germany
Believed to Belong to Gen.

Pershing's Army.

AWAIT OFFICIAL REPORT

Berlin's teTse announcement yesterday
that "North American" soldiers had been
captured by German patrols on the
Khine-Marne canal on the French front
brought the American people a step
nearer to the heart of tlio great struggle.
There was no doubt here that the men

referred to were members of Gen.
Pershing's force undergoing final train¬
ing with French regiments in front-line
trenches. Confirmation from Gen.
Pershing was lacking, but in due course

he will transmit the names of any men

missing and this may furnish some light.
Assumed to Have Been Surprised.
If, as Is assumed, a small scouting

party was surprised by a German patrol
In no man land and all captured, details
of the Incident may never be fully told,
since only captors and captives would
know what happened In the encounter
under cover of darkness.
This Is the first report received here of

the capture of any members of the Amer¬
ican expeditionary forces, but a number
of naval gunners taken from American
armed ships sunk by submarines and
civilian members of the crews of other
ships are held in German prison camps.
Night patrolling is a vitally Impor¬

tant part of the final training of the
American forces, as It Is upon these pa¬
trols that the commanding officers rely
for Information of activity In the ene¬
my's front line.

Creep Across Shell-Torn Ground.
Every night the scouts creep out,

with faces blackened against the keen
vision of enemy lookouts and a swift,
deadly spurt from a machine gun. They
go creeping across the shell-torn ground
up to the enemy's entanglements,
crawling and listening, dropping flat
when a flare breaks out in the air above
them, sometimes lying absolutely still
for hours, while rifles and machine
guns hammer above them.
Not a night passes on many parts of

the line but patrols encounter each
other. Sometimes it results in firing,
but that is seldom, for the menace of
the opposing trench lines with rifles,
machines guns and star rockets ready
to burst out at the slightest hint of
danger hangs over friend and foe
alike.
Usually one patrol discovers the other

and stalks it stealthily. A time comes
when a surprise attack can be made.
It is swift, silent, hand-to-hand work
and rarely is. a shot fired. The victor
carries off his prisoners and when
morning comes a report goes back on
the other sido of the line that a patrol
of -so many nien is missing. TKtttr-tf a&H
that is known.

Regarded as Probability.
Officers here believe that this was

what happened on the French-Ameri-
can front. Had there been any firing
or had members of the patrol made'
their way back to the French-Ameri-
can trenches. Gen. Pershing probably!
would have reported Immediately. As
it was he probably was waiting to
make certain that the missing men
were not hiding in a shell hole until
dark can^e again to give them oppor¬
tunity tQ make their way into their
own lines.

It wa** agreed that the loss of the
patrol might have a very salutary ef¬
fect upon American troops in the front
line. They are young, in perfect physi¬
cal condition and fairly longing for a
chance at the enemy. It has taken all
the authority of their officers to curb
their desire to go over and share in the
daring work of trench raiding.
Men who have spent their lives in the

army know what the situation must be.
They are hopeful that the lesson of
caution will be brought home to the
men by the loss of this party.

TAKE TURKS' FIRST LINE
OF DEFENSE BEFORE GAZA

British Score Further Progress in
Palestine and Kepulse Three

Counter Attacks.

By the Associated Press.
LONDON, November 2. . British

forces in southern Palestine made an
attack Thursday night on Turkish
lines defending tho coast city of Gaza,
Th© first-line defenses on %a 5,000-yard
front were captured, the war office an-
nounced today, and nearly 300 prison-
ers and five machine guns were taken.
The text of the statement reads:
"On Thursday night, after a heavy

bombardment, we attacked the west¬
ern and southwestern defenses of Gaza
and captured the Turkish first-line
defenses on a front of 5,000 yards and
took 296 prisoners and five machine
guns.
"Three counter attacks were driven

off and heavy losses inflicted on the
enemy."

SINN FEIN CLASHES RUMORED.
Belfast Message States Beports of

Outbreaks Are Groundless.
LONDON, November 1..Rumors were

afloat In London today of Sinn Fein
outbreak* in Ireland, but these are not
confirmed. A Belfast message to the
Central News says the reports are
groundless so far as the north of Ire¬
land Is concerned.

INDUSTRIES CLOSE DOWN.

Large Number in Kansas City Halt¬
ed by Coal Shortage.

KANSAS CITY. Mo., November 3..As a
result of the coal shortage existing here
a large number of Industrial concerns de¬
pendent upon electricity for operation were
compelled to shut down today.
Officials of the Kansas City Light and

Power Company Issued a statement de¬
claring that a shipment of coal was on
the way here and that It was hoped the
situation could be relieved by Monday.
An ordlnanco passed by the city coun¬

cil serveral days ago prohibiting manu¬
facturing plants from using natural gas
for Industrial purposes. In order to in¬
crease the supply for domestic consump-
tion, ~&lso has caused a number of com¬
panies to suspend operations. It was said
today.

*>

PROTESTS REDUCE
an IN OFFICER LIST
New Report Suggests "a Few
More Commissions" Than

Had Been Proposed.

SEE BLOW TO PATRIOTISM

There is prospect that the War De¬
partment may let up somewhat in the
matter of curtailment of commissions
to be given candidates in the training
camp for reserve officers at Fort Myer.
When the War Department let it be

known yesterday that less than half
of the men at Fort Myer, no matter
how well qualified they may be to be¬
come officers, would get commissions
there was a flare of indignation among
the men, who, for nearly three months,
have been working hard and sacrificing
personal interests under the assurance

that if they made good they would be
given a chance to be officers in the Army
the United States is sending against the
kaiser.

State Views to Officials.
Then some Influential friends of the

men In camp undertook to make certain
officials see the error of the course mapped
out. This action was taken not to get
preferment In the military service for
the Individuals In the camp, but to sug¬
gest to the War Department that the
people of the country do not want to see

discouraged the spirit of patriotism
which actuated these men In giving up
their business and professional practice to
serve the country.
They argued that an Injustice was being

done these men; that if the country is
going to have the big army It is pre¬
paring for, it needs officers and the beet
officers that can be commissioned, and It
will be hard to get good officers if those
who put three months of hard work into
training to fit themselves are summarily
discharged after they have shown Quali¬
fication.
Many protests were filed at the War

Department, it is understood. Protests
were also made that the people of the
country do not want to Bee their sons
go Into military service under Incom¬
petent officers if there are competent
men in Fort Myer and the other train¬
ing camps who could lead them and
care for them properly in the field.

Result of Protests Received.
As a result of these protests, and of

the frank speaking of the people's
minds on a matter in which they are
vitally concerned, since their own men¬
folk from all parts of the country will
be under whatever officers are commis¬
sioned, indications have been given that
there-nutr tie a few rnort. eommisaioaa
Issued than were promised in the official
figures from the War D*eartaieaW<«lii*.

last evening,
tii connection,' hl«t» «nlUttry «f-1

fleers recalled that something of the
same sort was attempted quietly In the
first training camp at Port Myer, bat
that outside counsel convinced the War
officials that a grave error would be
made In commissioning men before
any training camps were opened, and
the good men developed in the train¬
ing camps turned down.
It is pointed out by officers who

know "the system" that there are cer¬
tain mathematicians in the War De¬
partment to whom the task is allotted
of portlohing out the men and com¬
missions much as they would measure
off calico or weigh sugar. Instances
have been recalled of how these mathe¬
maticians figured the proportions down
to a fraction of a man.
However, friends of the 1.237 men now

at Fort Myer who face the loss of a
well earned commlslon. are not much
heartened by the possibility that "a few
more" commissions may be issued. They
want to see every deserving man get
the commission he has earned by ear¬
nest work.

Stay Await Second 500,000
Not all of the men commissioned when

the camps close will be called to service
Immediately, under the War Depart¬
ment plans. In fact, it was pointed out
yesterday that many of them, particu¬
larly the lieutenants, might not be
called to active service until the second
600,000 men of the National Army are
organized.

Officers in charge of the camps are
selecting 1,000 men between twenty-
one and twenty-seven years of age for
commissions as provisional second lieu¬
tenants In the Regular Army. They
will be attached to regular regiments
for additional training and will be
given provisional commissions in their
grade in the regiments as vacancies
occur, the commissions to be confirmed
if they made good in active service.
After these 1.000 are selected' the

men remaining will be considered for
the Signal Corps and ordnance bu¬
reaus. which are In need of additional
officers. Those selected probably would
be called out immediately.
Virtually all of the majors and many

of the captains of the line commission¬
ed when the camps close will be needed
Immediately. There are Indications of a
shortage of reserves In this grade
which may make It necessary to reopen

I the Army to civilians generally if of¬
ficers' "casualties" prove as heavy as is
expected.

MAPS OF CAMPS ON HAN HELD.

Plans of Forts and Cantonments in
VPossession of Alleged Burglar.
BIRMINGHAM. Ala., November 3..

What are supposed to be complete maps
of training camps and of many forts in
the United States were found In the pos¬
session of Harvey Dickson, arrested here
last night on charges of burglary and
grand larceny. Bob Dalton, Dickson's
alleged partner, was arrested today after
a pistol battle with city detectives Dick¬
son claimed that Dalton gave him the
maps to keep.
A complete set of burglars' tools was

also found. The men were wanted here
on more than twenty charges of burglary.

PHILANTHROPIST FOUND DEAD.

Gun Near Body of Mrs. Emma F.
Gunther Creates Suioide Theory.
NEW YORK. November 3..Mrs.
Emma F. Gunther. Identified with
philanthropic activities here and among
European war orphans, was found dead
in a room of a hotel here today. A re¬
volver lying beside the body led the po¬
lice to express belief death was due to
suicide.
Mrs. Gunther, a widow, fifty-six years

old, came to New Tork two months ago
from Mlddletown. N. T. Two sons.
Lieut. A E. Gunther, U. 8. A, and M.
C. Eugene Gunther. U. 8. A., and IL
city, were addressed in letters found In
the room.

/

FROM THE FOOD CONSERVATOR'S POINT OF VIEW.

War's Greatest Crisis to Come
Following Tagliamento Battle

Germany Expected to Make Another Drive for
Peace, Outcome of Which Will DependLargely

on America's Resistance to Propaganda.
BY FRANK SEMOIfDS.

NEW YORK, November 3..Some time
within the next few days or weeks-
when the battle along the TagUamen
has been decided, we are going to have
the greatest crisis In the whole of thep^nTwar. For the last time the Ger¬
mans aro going to seek to wln beUind
the lines the war that was

them when their attack upon Verdun
failed in 1»1«. Once more, as last year
after the Romanian disaster, they
endeavor to capitalize a victory In a

antaMlsry fleiarThey *111 endeavortoS^.tag^4M»«^°"-In¬cident to a cotemporary German sue

Cess, to harvest profits and escape t

penalties of a war already lost-
AM far as the military decision In

this war is concerned. Germany cannot
escape decisive defeat If the war con-

tlnues between armies. The resources

of France, of the United States and of
Great Britain In men In money and n

all else are as certain to triumph 1tie end as were the
of the European nations which defeated
Louis XIV and destroyed Napoleon.

Knows Defeat Is Inevitable.
All this the German knows. He knew

It a vear ago when he sought on the
morrow of the Rumanian disaster, while
the world was still shaken by the trag¬
edy and ignorant of it, real as con¬

trasted with the apparent Importance
to nrocure a victorious peace under
cover of a success achieved thr°"f
treachery and in an "nl.P°T'.\tuerHe knows it a thousand tlmes better
now after the long agony of local de
feats on the western front this year.
The German can win the war now only

if the people behind the allied lines yield
to his manipulation and their own weari¬
ness. The German can dominate the
now^only by Intrigue and by treason, sinceXcLnee to control it through his armies

*?n Pth%" Hs^hich i. at hand the advice
of America will play the declslve parL If
we speak in halting tones; If ifall to
demonstrate alike by word and deed that
. mean to fight this war to a decision^h "l o^our resources, and all of our

strength Is not dedicated to this contest,
there will be an inconclusive peace, -which
spells a German victory. The German as-^lt upon civilization will win a measur¬

able success, with consequences which no
man can calculate.

Means an Early Peace.
On the other hand. if. on the morrow

of other victories, if. after a successful
Italian campaign comparable to the Ru-
Mn operation of last year. Germany
fl .R herscif still confronted al!!:e by the
armies and the peoples of the nations she
Is fighting; if the German people discoveriLt there is no end to the war by any
success in subsidiary fields and that thefatal^pressure on the west continues un¬

abated. then we shall see happen in Ger
many what happened In Napoleons
France when the French people, while the
great emperor was still victorious, wearied
of a war that never ended and tired of
victories which never brought peace.
If when the Italian situation has

again settled down, the German peace
offensive that will be launched In every
allied nation is repulsed, the effect will
be precisely the same as that of the
election of 1864 in our own country.
Then, as now. the enemy relied upon
the people behind the lines to avert a

decision in the field. From the arm es

of Grant and Sherman the south
appealed to the people of the loyal
states. By every device, by every ap
peal to selfishness, to cowardice, to
weakness, it sought to procure a be¬
trayal by the civilian population ofIhe soldier In the field. The south failed;ejection day. 1M4. won the civil war.
and Appomattox was only an Incident.

T.<ir» the Crisis of 1864.
w« have come to the point in the war

which is comparable with the crisis of
««* in our own civil war. We are as
near victory in the field now as was
the north at the close of Grants Vir¬
ginia." campaign. The Germans said early

in the war that the people with the
strongest nerves would win. The war

has become a question of nerves. It has
become a question of endurance. If we
will to win now we shall win. We have
all the advantages which greater
strength and greater numbers and
greater resources can give.
The battle has become one between

souls and spirits. The German will may
conquer where the German army has
failed; but if it does not the end of the
war is in sight.
Our soldiers are^ndiyet In any nam*

bers on the front; we have neither
given much nor suffered much as-yet;
we enter the war as the final reserve
of civilisation. It Is for us now to re¬

pulse the final German attack, the ulti¬
mate peace offensive. If the spring
finds British, French and American
armies in the field ready to advance
and the British, French and American
peoples resolved to fight on.the end
will not be long. But much of British
and French resolution depends upon

j America. We have come to our first

j crisis. L/et us hope that we shall meet
it In the spirit of France at the Marne
and at Verdun.

REARADMIRAL RODGERS
DIES AT NEW YORK HOME
Took Part in Many Important En¬

gagements During the
Civil War.

ST. JAMES, N. Y., November 3..Hear
Admiral Frederick Rodgers, U. S. N.,
retired, who commanded the Asiatic
fleet in 1902 and later was commandant
at the New York navy yard, died of
apoplexy at his home here today, aged
seventy-five years. He had been an

Invalid for six years.
Rear Admiral Rodgers was born at

Havre de Grace. Md., and was appoint¬
ed to the United States Naval Academy
from his native state in 1857. A mem¬
ber of the graduating class of 1861, he
was advanced to the rank of rear ad¬
miral in 1899. During the civil war he
took part in engagements at Donald-
sonville, Port Hudson and College
Point, La., in 1862. He commanded the
Puritan during the Spanish-American
war, and at Its conclusion was made
president of the naval board of inspec¬
tion and survey. After retiring Oc¬
tober 2, 1904. he served on special as¬

signments for the naval authorities un¬
til 1907.
Arrangements for the funeral have

not been made. The services will be
held in Washington.

Preceding his retirement and there¬
after until 1912, Rear Admiral Fred¬
erick Rodgers lived in Washington at
his residence on Hlllyer place. About
that time his health began to fail and
he took up his residence on Long Is¬
land with his only son, Frederick
Rodgers, who survives him. The ad¬
miral also Is survived by his wife and
a brother. Rear Admiral John Rodgers,
retired.
Two relatives of the late admiral

now in Washington are former Repre¬
sentative Perry Belmont of New York,
a first cousin, and Col. Alexander
Rodgers, a second cousin.
Commodore Perry, who, in 1854,

opened up the ports of Japan to world
commerce, was the grandfather of Ad¬
miral Rodgers, on his mother's side,
and Commodore John Rodgers, who
served the revolutionary cause in 1776,
was another of his forebears.
Admiral Rodgers was a member of

the Metropolitan and Army and Navy
clubs, and the flag over the former
clubhouse was lowered to half mast
yesterday when news of his death was
received.

Pietsch Held for Grand Jury.
CHICAGO, November S..Ewald Pietsch,

con of Prof. Karl Pietsch of the Univer¬
sity of Chicago, was held to the federal
grand jury today on charges of making
threats against the life of President Wil¬
son.

Ten Armed Teuton Patrol
Craft Also Sent to Bottom

in the Cattegat.

ENGLISH RESCUE FOES

British naval operations were carried
successfully Into the Cattegat, where a
German auxiliary cruiser, the Crocodile,
armed with six-inch guns, and ten armed
German patrol craft were destroyed
without losses to the British. News dis¬
patches from Copenhagen give details
ot the incident and announce the arrival
of survivors from the German raider oh
Danish deatroyers^ it

^
is

Danish capital fept^ iSso toe destruc¬
tion of the German auxiliary cruiser
Marie by British destroyers, thirty.mem¬
bers of the cruiser's crew being killed
and a number wounded.

Account of the Battle. #
Bj the Associated Press.
COPENHAGEN, November Z..The two

Danish steamers that witnessed the en¬
gagement in the Cattegat arrived to¬
night with twenty-one survivors of the
crew of the Crocodile. The fate of the
remainder of the Crocodile's crew and
of the crews of the trawlers is not
known.
One of the DanlEh sailors gave the fol¬

lowing account of the incident:
On Thursday night at 10 o'clock tor¬

pedo boats of undetermined nationality
were passed by the steamer on which
the narrator was a seaman. At 8 o'clock
this morning cannonading was heard.
Shortly afterward British destroyers
steamed by, bound westward. A little
while following British destroyers were
sighted firing westward at five armed
trawlers, which are burning fiercely.
There were no signs of life on board.
All of them sank in sight of the Danes.
Fifteen minutes later they passed the
Crocodile, which was likewise aflame
and soon sank.

Dash to Sea Probably Planned.
The steamer cruised about and found

a single survivor, clinging to a plank,
and a blood-stained empty yawl from
the Crocodile. The survivor was too ex¬
hausted to give a coherent account of
the battle, but said that the yawl had
contained twenty men, most of them
wounded, who had been picked up by
another Danish ship. The Crocodile,
which was a new vessel, had been dis¬
guised as a neutral merchantman and
carried a deckload of casks. She prob¬
ably was engaged in an attempt to slip
through the British cordon and gain
the open sea.
The second Danish steamer arrived

soon after the first with the twentysurvivors from the yawL j
Quickly Put Out of Fight.

Capt. Lauterbach, who commanded
the German auxiliary cruiser Marie, in
a statement to the National Tidende,said his vessel was armed with four!
guns and carried a crew of ninety. She
was suddenly attacked In the Cattegatand the shells fell with such rapiditythat his men were virtually unable to
work the guns and alter a few shots
the vessel was a mass of flames.
The British destroyers then ceasedfiring and rescued about thirty men.

The captain, who was wounded, and
fifteen men succeeded in entering a
lifeboat and were picked up by a Dan¬
ish steamer. The rest of the crew werekilled during the fight.

Displaying No Flag:.
LONDON, November 3..According to

the Copenhagen correspondent of the
Central News, the German vessels were
displaying no flag. When the British
signaled them to show their colors,
the German cruiser opened fire, at the
same time breaking out the German en¬
sign. The bodies of many Germans
have already been washed ashore on
the Swedish coast.

FIRST EXPORT LICENSE
IS FOR FOODSTUFFS TO
BE SENT TO NORTH POLE
A shipment of foodstuffs to the

north pole was authorized by the
first license issued by the exports
administrative board. The license
was granted to Capt. Raoul
Amundsen, the explorer, who is
preparing for another trip to the
arctic regions.
This became known y«sterdar

with the Issuing of the first bul¬
letin of the war trad, board,
whloh has taken over the work
of the exports board. -

CADORNA STANDS FIRM '

ON TAGUAMENTO LINE
DESPITE FOE'S ATTACKS

In Face of Heavy Losses Italian Annies Have
Been Reconstituted and General

Situation Is Improved.
MENACE OF TEUTONIC THRUST

FROM THE NORTH STILL EXISTS

Heavy Blow From Trentmo Front a Possibility-.Rome's Force*
Have Mocb Shorter line to Defend.Escape of

Third Army Remarkable.

Standing on the line of the Tagliamento, Gen. Cadorna has so fat;
been able to hold intact his north and south front along the liver
despite several attempts by the Austro-German invaders of northern.
Italy to effect a crossing.

It is pointed out that the new Italian front, although die enforced
retirement to it was marked by heavy losses in men and material^
affords the strategic advantage of being straighter and shorter than
the old line and therefore theoretically is easier to defend.

With the known strong concentration of Austrian and German
forces against die Italians, however, there exists the menace to this
line of a flanking thrust from the north. Close attention, therefore, is
being paid to the Trentino front, whence a heavy blow is not an un»

likely development, provided the Teutonic intention is to pursue the
campaign in Italy beyond the stage already reached.

Army Is Reorganized.
By the Associated Preea.
ITALIAN" HEADQUARTERS IX

NORTHERN ITALY, November 3..
After trials such as a great military
body has seldom experienced, the new

Italian army today Is reconstituted,
with regiments, brigades and divisions
reformed, and Its concentration on new

lines is being gradually established.
The situation early today showed the

spirit and morale of the troops heart¬
ened, and, while conditions along the
fighting front continue grave, yet the
rapidity of the reformation and the re¬

newal of steadiness and stability
among all ranks has Improved the gen¬
eral situation.
The Duke of Aosta's success in bring¬

ing the third army practically intact
into the new position back of the Tag-
liamento river, after extricating it
fromthe impending dapger of erov»lnB-
m'eht, la regarded as a strategic opera¬
tion of the highest order. It wu a
Question of abandoning lines of intri-«R^NMH^WMnicUon. more than
a mile in del>th, -with an elaborate sys¬
tem of emplacements, trenches, connec-
tlons by roads and railways in addition
to enormous stores, guns and material,
and all this in the face of a violent
bombardment and infantry rushes by
the enemy, in front, on the Sank and
sometimes in the rear.

Italian line Shortened.
From a strategic standpoint the Ital¬

ian retreat in northern Italy has cer¬
tain compensations. It has shortened
the Italian front from an irregular
curve of seventy miles to a compact,
straight line.
The former front. Just abandoned,

stretched from Plezzo southward to
the Gulf of Trieste, which is fifty miles
In an air line and more than seventy
miles Including the zigzags over the
mountains. ThlB was an exceptionally
long front for either offensive or de¬
fensive operations, and it was contin¬
ually threatened with incursions at
weak points of the long line, such as
the fatal one, when the present blow
was delivered at a point where the line
tapered off to a .thin outpost.

Entire Enemy Massed.
The old line, moreover, had no rivers

as natural defenses. Now, however, the
front is greatly shortened, with the
entire army massed and backed by nat¬
ural defenses. Thus, strategically, the
invading forces are standing with a
wide and turbulent mountain stream
before them on the edge of winter, be¬
sides confronting an army which is rap¬
idly reforming along the new line.
But the strategic Issues are not con¬

fined to those bearing upon the situa¬
tion eastward In Venetia. There must
also be taken Into consideration the
Trentino front, which has heretofore
been distinct and separate In the war
operations. The Venetian front runs
perpendicularly from the Adriatic,
whereas the Trentino front runs hori¬
zontally eastward from Lake Garda
and is little more than thirty miles
away to the north. Camions going in
that direction today heard heavy gun¬
fire to the northward, so that attention
must be turned two directions, east¬
ward to the new Venetian front, east
of the Tagliamento river, and north¬
ward to the Trentino front from Lake
Garda eastward.

Reports Are Reassuring1.
Reports coming in are of a Reassur¬

ing character, showing the Italian
rear guard still holding the enemy east
of the Tagliamento. This river is a
difficult one for the enemy to cross, as
the rapids are so swift It is impos¬
sible to float pontoons.
One of the last arrivals from the In¬

vaded regions came into town yester¬
day after a dangerous, circuitous trip
along byroads to avoid the enemy
scouts. Their Uhlans, he reported, en¬
tered some of the towns early on Sun¬
day and soon afterward there was a
fusillade which terrified the few towns¬
people remaining. Another of the late
arrivals said he saw soldiers breaking
into Jewelry shops and coming into the
street with their hands filled with
watches and Jewelry, while all other
places having things of value were
similarly raided. 1

Priest's Heroic Service.
¦While the retreat was on the enemy

continued to push forward close upon
the retiring army, the rear guard hold¬
ing the pursuing forces at most points.
One priest garbed In the uniform of a

chaplain did heroic service In this re¬

spect He saw an artilleryman falter
and ordered him back to his task. The
soldier made a lunge at the chap-
plain, who called a carbineer. The lat¬

ter placed the muzzle of his rifle at the
soldier's breast and warned him that,
any faltering at such a moment meant

instant death, whereupon the soldier
returned to his task.
Thus the Italians battled against the

enemy and also against the abnormal
congestion, with all its terrors, miseries
and fatigues, which follow In the wake
of a vast rearward movement.
The latest reports Indicate no change

In the situation for the worse; on the
contrary, there are several reassuring

bases, so that the situation as a whelm
appeared more hopeful.

Third Army's Escape.
One of the most remarkable featured

of the Italian retreat to the TafUs*
mento line was the manner In whMk
the third army, occupying the souther*
ly end of the old line, effected its es¬
cape from the envelopment threatened
by the second army's enforced rear*
ward movement.
While the second army was steadily

giving ground In the earlier stages of
the Austro-German thrust the third
army had held Its own, not yleldlns *
foot, although a heavy bombardment
had been kept up all along Its front.
When heavy enemy artillery Are be¬
gan to be heard first on Its left flank
and then toward Its rear, however. IE
was recognised that the position was
a precarious one for such a vast as¬
semblage of men and war material.
This led to serious consideration of

beiie'virfMthe orter inu^Uautd
tober 25 or early the following Bora¬
te*.

Hen Unwilling to Quit SUM.
Even after the order to fall back mm

issued, however, the Duke of Aosta'6.
men stood to their guns, unwilling: to.
quit the field they- had won with sbcSk
heroic sacrifice until the boom of Um
enemy's suns began to be distinctly,
heard toward their rear. Then began,
the stupendous movement rearward
and sideward, with the enemy hovering
close along the line of withdrawal and
Italian Bersaglieri brigades sacrificing,
themselves to permit the main col-
umnft to get clear with their gnna and*
munitions. The movement was com¬
plicated by the fact that few of the
main roadr ran east and west, most of
them running north and south. Alao*
there were but three bridges acrosn
the Tagliamento, which stream It wan.
necessary for the colossal traffic to
cross in moving westward. It is tit*
judgment of military experts that thin
removal under ordinary conditions
would require a full month* yet it wan
accomplished within an almost In-

j credibly small fraction of that period
amid exhibitions of fortitude and dla-
plays of endurance under hardshipn
and inevitable suffering almost with-

Austrians Use Cunning.
During its retirement, the third armjr

had become separated from the second,
leaving a gap. Into this gap enemy
forces pushed forward and soon put Into
operation a cunning device. Austrian
soldiers were dressed in Italian uniforma
so as to permit them to spread out over
the country or mingle with the Italian
forces on both sides of tlte gap. Thn
Austrians thus garbed were enabled to
advance unopposed and then opened lire
with machine guns on retreating par¬
ties. Some of the Austrians were smug¬
gled forward in motor lorries and then
Turned against the westward moving
force.
Conditions for the retreating army bo-

came worse as the days passed and the
supplies grew scarcer. Many men died
along the road from exhaustion. How-

i ever, with all the inevitable misery, ter¬
ror and tragedy attending such a gi¬
gantic operation the army Itself haa
been preserved, with most of its artil¬
lery and supplies, although the best In¬
formed military opinion believes that an¬
other two hours* delay in Cadorna's or¬
der to retire would have resulted In tho
loss of the entire third army.

U. S. Should Declare
War on Austria, Belief

of Americans in Italy
BY KDGAR ANSEL MOWREH.

Cablegram to The Sunday Star and
Chicago Dally News. Copyright. 1817-
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November 2 (delayed)..The Italian
army has made its retreat. Like the
French army at the beginning of the
war, the Italian army has made a vast
strategic retreat to save the situation,
because its flank was pierced at a
strategic point. Tet the Italian array
is. wtlh the exception of a small por¬
tion of the troops, still an unbeaten
army, capable of standing and giving
battle whenever and wherever the
leaders decide.
That the retreat was grievous will

not be denied, but Its importance will
depend upon coming events. Certainly
up to date there Is no reason tW
pessimism.
The enemy's plan and speed of at¬

tack were exceptional, bnt Its euooeas
was solely the result of that "deficient
resistance" of some bodies of m
holding important positions, of which
Gen. Cadorna's bulletin has spoken.

Weakened by Propaganda.
The Italian army, perhaps the moat

efficient offensive organ ever seen In
southern Europe, was weakened hjr
subversive propaganda which took
hold In some quarters where war
weariness was the greatest, and caused
ignorant soldiers to believe that they
only had to cease fighting to bring the
war to a speedy close.
Today these men who yielded are

like little children who. playing with
matches, have fired the house. They are
filled with repentanoe and a stern da-
sir. to redeem their error. -
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